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Diplomacy and Colour 
Psychology: the Tie Case Study
Katerina V. Malshina1

ABSTRACT

High policy and diplomacy as its part have the common the 
history with sign systems. Colours are anchored in historical and 
political context associated with the traditional colour symbolism 
of the European Old World. Psychologists prove that colours do 
evoke certain emotional responses in people. So it is nothing new 
for politicians to be paying attention to what colours they choose 
for a public appearance. The point of concentration of attention 
upon men’s suit is a necktie. The George W. Bush’s and Tony Ab-
bott’s examples demonstrate the crucial importance of their neck-
ties color choice for their political carriers. The blue-white-red tri-
ad, as well as in the United States and the British Commonwealth, 
has been adopted in some other countries, so the general rules 
of the political etiquette of colour work for them. The national col-
ours of other countries offer plenty of opportunities to express 
yourself in the protocol of national events. 
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POVZETEK

Visoka politika in diplomacija delita skupno zgodovino znak-
ovnega sistema. Barve, kot del znakovnega sistema, pa so 
zasidrane v zgodovinski in politični kontekst, povezane so pa s 
tradicionalno barvno simboliko evropskega starega sveta. Psi-
hologi pa dokazujejo, da barve vzbujajo določene čustvene odzive 
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pri ljudeh. Tako ni nič novega, da politiki namenjajo ogromno 
pozornosti temu, kakšno barvo izberejo za svoje javne nastope. 
Glavna točka koncentracije, pri moški obleki, je kravata in George 
W. Bush in Tony Abbott dokazujeta, da je barvna izbira njune kra-
vate izjemnega pomena  za potek njune politične kariere. Modro-
belo-rdeča triada, je bila tako v Združenih državah Amerike, kot 
tudi v britanskem Commonwealthu, sprejeta kot splošni simbol 
in prav zaradi tega te barve uporabljajo tudi politiki. Nacionalne 
barve drugih držav ponujajo možnost za izražanje sebe na pro-
tokolarnih in državnih dogodkih. 

KLJUČNE BESEDE: barvna psihologija, diplomacija, pravila 
oblačenja, kravata, nebeško modra

Introduction

The main purpose of the paper is to show the influence of the 
color psychology on the public perception of a high politician 
and the color scheme of the modern politician’s suit, in particu-
lar, the color of the necktie as a detail of the politic dress code. For 
this it is important to examine the history of sign systems, their 
‘atavisms’ and their role in political life, to look over the history of 
the emergence and development of the color psychology, to give 
examples of connotations of different colors, to explore the role 
of necktie colours in public opinion about politicians through ex-
amples of US presidents and the Prime Minister of Australia. 

Diplomacy has a very long history. It emerged with the ap-
pearance of tribal society, the first exchange of products and the 
settlement of borders of tribal areas for hunting and gathering. 
Even primitive people came to the conclusion that differences 
are better addressed through agreements. So here were the germs 
of initial, primitive diplomacy, based on universal principles of 
common sense, with diplomats being either senior members of 
the community whose voices were listened to or their chosen em-
issaries. 

Here the part played by signs in the business of negotiation 
was particularly important. How could a negotiator recognize 
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